
FOOTSTEPS WALKING AND TRAVEL CLUB OF AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 

the best day-walks in the TREMENDOUS TRANS-ALPINE 
HIGHLIGHTS 

• The beautiful parks and walkways of the Garden City (Christchurch) 

• The best vistas of the Banks Peninsula volcanic landscapes/seascapes 

• The spectacular rock formations of Castle Hill and scree slopes of Craigieburn 

• Classic vistas of the central Southern Alps along the famous TranzAlpine train route 

• The awesome mountain scenery of Arthur’s Park National Park: kea country! 

• The world-class wetlands around beautiful Lake Brunner 

• The best of the Canterbury foothill forests, gorges, tussocklands and lakes 

 
DATES 14-20 April 2024 / April 2028 

DATE REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 14 February 2024 / February 2028 

STARTING POINT Christchurch 8.00 a.m. 

FINISHING POINT Christchurch 8.00 p.m. 

COST (2024 only) 6+ participants - $1400, 5 - $1500, 4 - $1600 

DAY POSSIBLE WALKS OVERNIGHT  

Walks that are highly recommended are printed in red. 
All times given are for a return (out and back) walk, a loop walk, or a linear walk with transport 

to/from each end. 

Day 1 Meet and greet. Initial briefing.  
 

Christchurch Environs/Banks Peninsula Highlights 
Longer Options:  

Mount Herbert/Te Ahu Patiki (6-7h), Pigeon Bay Walkway 
(4-5h), Mount Vernon (4-5h), Godley Head Loop (4-5h), 

Godley Head Direct (3h). 
Shorter Options:  

Botanic Gardens/Hagley Park (up to 3h) 
Sign of the Kiwi (1h30m-2h) 
Gondola & Bridle Path (3h) 

Bridle Path and Castle Rock (2-3h) 
Sign of the Packhorse (3-4h), Adderley head (3-4h), 

Governor’s Bay Coast (2h), Taylors Mistake to Boulder Bay 
(1h45m), Scarborough Head to Taylors Mistake (1h), 

Onawe Peninsula Pa (1h). 
Crater Rim Walkway: Mt.Sugar Loaf Loop (1h), Kennedy 

Bush (1h), Gibralter Rock (40m), Omahu Bush (40m) 
 

Christchurch 

Day 2 Kura Tawhiti Conservation 
Area (a.m.) 

Castle Hill (1-2h) 
Cave Stream (45m-1h) 

Craigieburn Forest Park 
(p.m.) 

Walk selected from:  
Lyndon Saddle and 

Helicopter Hill (2-3h) 
Hogs Back Trail (2h) 

 

 Arthur’s Pass 

Day 3 Arthur’s Pass National Park 
Longer Options:  

Avalanche Peak Loop (5-6h), Cora Lynn to Lagoon Saddle 
(4-5h), Mt. Bruce (5-7h), Purple Hill (5h), Temple Basin 

Arthur’s Pass 

 



Skifield (4h), Rome Ridge (4-5h), Anti-Crow Hut (4h), 
Hawdon Hut and Valley (6h), The Pyramid (5-6h). 

Shorter Options:  
Devil’s Punchbowl Falls (1h), Otira Valley (1-3h), Bealey 
Spur Top Hut (3-4h), Bealey Chasm and Valley (1-2h), 

Dobson Nature Walk (45m). 
 

Day 4 Beautiful Brunner 
Longer Option:  

Mt. French (8 Hours Return) 
Shorter Options:  

Lake Side Walk (1h return), Carew Falls Track (1h 
return), Velenski Track (20m one way), Rakaitane Track 

(45m loop), Mitchells-Bain Bay Track (2-3h return), 
Arnold Dam Walkway (45m loop), Ara O Te Kinga Track 

(1h return to First Lookout). 
 

Arthur’s Pass 

 

Day 5 River Deep Mountain High 
Travel east and south via Lake Coleridge 

Walks selected from:  
Peak Hill (up to 3-4h), Rakaia River Gorge Bridge Walk (1h), 

Rakaia Gorge Walkway (3h), Glentunnel Millenium Walk 
(1h15m), Methven Walkway (3-4h). 

 

Methven 

Day 6 Hakatere Conservation Park 
Longer Options: 

Mount Somers Summit via Hookey Knob and Staveley Hill 
(5-7h), Woolshed Creek Canyon (4-5h). 

Shorter Options: 
Blackburn Coal Mine (2h), Sharplin Falls (1h10m), Mt. 

Barossa (3h), Lake Emma carpark to Lake Camp (3h), Lake 
Clearwater circuit (3h), Lake Emily to Manuka Hut (3h), 
Lake Heron to Lake Hill (1h30m) or Double Hill (3h), Mt. 

Sunday (1h), Woolshed Creek Nature Trail (40m), 
Sidewinder Track (2h), Rocky Lookout and Black Beech 

Track (30-40m). 
 

Mount Somers 

Day 7 Peel Forest Park Scenic Reserve 
Longer Option: 

Deep Spur Track and Little Mt Peel (4-6h) 
Shorter Options: 

Big Tree Walk (30m), Emily & Rata Falls Circuit (1-2h), Fern 
Walk (2-3h), Dennistoun Bush Loop (45m), Clarke Flat and 
Te Wanahau Flat Tracks (up to 3h), Acland Falls (1h20m), 

Kahikatea Walk (1h), Allan’s Track (2-3h), Kaikawaka Track 
(20m). 

 
Travel to Christchurch. Farewell Dinner. Trip concludes. 

 

 

 

 



Footsteps Walking and Travel Club of Aotearoa/New Zealand 
Booking Conditions for excursions within New Zealand  

 

1. Participants agree to all terms and conditions by signing the Registration Form.  
2. Phillip Donnell and Footsteps Walking and Travel Club are not responsible or liable for any injury, 

damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity which may arise from weather, defect in any vehicle, 
vessel or aircraft, or through the acts or default of any person or company engaged in carrying out 
any of the arrangements of the trip. Everyone participates entirely at their own risk. The separate 
waiver form must be completed. 

3. We reserve the right to cancel the trip if minimum numbers don’t eventuate. In such an event, all 
monies paid will be refunded.  The minimum number for any given trip is four participants.  

4. Footsteps reserves the right to make any modifications to the trip that may be necessary. The walks 
undertaken each day are determined by group consensus, but as far as possible we endeavour to 
meet your personal preferences. 

5. Registrations are accepted in good faith on a first comer’s basis on receipt of the Registration Form.  
A deposit of $250 per person is paid at the time of registration. The balance is paid one month prior 
to the trip’s commencement date. 

6. Our preferred method of payment is internet banking to Footsteps, Kiwibank 38-9002-0435674-03. 
Please write your surname and the name of the trip (=geographical area) in the reference box. 

7. The final decision on whether a trip will proceed is made two months prior to its projected 
commencement date, or earlier if the minimum number is met. If booking transport/flights to and 
from the trip, it is recommended that you wait until after the trip is confirmed to proceed, or have 
travel insurance cover, or are able to change flight bookings to another timeframe. All participants 
will be informed immediately if a trip becomes viable ahead of time. 

8. Cancellations. If you need to cancel your registration for any reason, you must advise Footsteps in 
writing as soon as possible. An email is acceptable, a phone call alone is not.  
IN THE EVENT OF A TRIP BEING CANCELLED BECAUSE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS, 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A FULL REFUND OF ALL MONIES PAID. IF THE TRIP HAS TO BE ABANDONED WHILE 
IT IS IN PROGRESS, YOU WILL RECEIVE A PARTIAL REFUND, DETERMINED BY WHAT COSTS ARE 
RECOVERABLE. 
It will be appreciated that any trip requires bookings to be made on behalf of each participant, and 
the closer we get to a trip’s commencement, the more difficult it becomes to alter these and thereby 
recover costs, usually because the availability of alternatives shrinks, or because of the policies 
imposed by our suppliers. That is why we need a buffer, but we endeavour to keep cancellation fees 
to a bare minimum. Under “normal” conditions, cancellations up to 60 days prior incur a $50 
cancellation fee. For 59-30 days prior, $100 is deducted. For 29-15 days prior, $150 is deducted. After 
14 days prior, you lose your deposit of $250. However, every case is determined on its merits and 
these fees may be modified or waived. If you find a suitable replacement person, the cancellation 
fees will be waived. 

9. Personal travel insurance is recommended, including Covid cover. 
10. You will adhere to the Footsteps Covid Policy. 

 

Registration and waiver forms are below...  
 
 

 
 
 

 



Footsteps Walking and Travel Club of Aotearoa/New Zealand 
Trip Registration Form (for excursions within New Zealand) 

Complete and send this (and the Waiver form) to our postal address (see base of page) or scan and email. 
The deposit required is $250 per person. Our preferred payment method is internet banking into Kiwibank 

38-9002-0435674-03 (with covering email please, or your surname/name of trip in reference column). 
 
       Trip(s) for which you are registering:  
 

Trip Dates:  
 
Your full name(s) and please underline or highlight your preferred first name(s) 
 
 
 
Postal address 
 
 
Day  phone      Night phone    Mobile 
 
 
Email 
 
 
Date(s) of birth 
 
Are you comfortable in close contact with like-minded travellers with all the give and take needed for harmony? 
Please extend your answers overleaf or on separate paper, or by email. 
 

 
 
Specify any dietary requirements, allergies or medical conditions 

 
 
 
Contact person in NZ for any emergencies : name, address, contact phone numbers, email and the relationship 
to you. In the event of any emergency, this is the sole person you are authorizing us to liaise with 
 

 
 
 
I/We have read the trip information and booking conditions. I / We enclose the deposit of $250pp. I / We agree 
to pay the remainder of trip costs by the due date (one month before the trip commences).   
 
 
 
Signed and dated by each person registering 
                            ) 
 
 
Send to :  Footsteps Walking and Travel Club, 3/B Te Arawa Place, Welcome Bay, Tauranga 3112. 
   Email: footstepsanz@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:footstepsanz@gmail.com


FOOTSTEPS WALKING and TRAVEL CLUB OF AOTEAROA / NEW ZEALAND 

RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY FORM 

 

PROVIDER: Footsteps Walking and Travel Club (Phillip John Donnell)(“Footsteps”) 

 

PARTICIPANT:  

___________________________________________________________________     

(“the Participant”) 

 

I, the Participant, release and forever discharge and hold harmless Footsteps from all 

and any liability, claims, demands and damages, of whatsoever kind or nature, 

whether foreseeable or otherwise, either at law or in equity, which arise or may arise 

from the services and activities provided and arranged by Footsteps. 

 

I understand and acknowledge that this Release and Waiver discharges Footsteps 

from any liability or claim that I may have against Footsteps in respect of personal 

injury, illness, medical treatment, death, property loss or damage, and otherwise 

howsoever, resulting from the services and activities provided and arranged by 

Footsteps. I hereby waive all such rights and remedies. 

 

I accept that I participate in the services and activities entirely at my own risk. 

 

I acknowledge and accept that this Release and Waiver: 

(a)  Extends to and covers all contractors, agents, volunteers and employees of 

Footsteps; and 

(b)  Binds the executors, administrators, successors, attorneys and assigns of both 

parties.  

 

Signed by the Participant:  

___________________________________________________________________ 

Date: 

___________________________________________________________________      



 
 

FOOTSTEPS WALKING AND TRAVEL CLUB  
OF AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND 

 

COVID POLICY AND SAFETY MEASURES 
 
 
 

Footsteps would like to thank you for joining one of our excursions to share and experience some incredible 
destinations with us – you’re in for a treat! We trust you are ready to disconnect in order to reconnect with 
nature, landscape, wellness and likeminded travellers. 
 
With the 2023-24 Season upon us, we thank you for your ongoing support post the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
a touring enterprise we continue to navigate ongoing uncertainty related to travel. Regardless, the safety of 
our guests and staff is a priority.   
 
In recent times there has however been significant relaxation of the rules around travel associated with 
COVID-19. In that context, we have updated our COVID-19 policy and associated safety measures in line with 
official advice.    
 
Footsteps has appropriate safety measures in place to help manage and mitigate COVID-19 risks on all trips 
operated by us. We have robust procedures and protocols in place for your wellbeing.  
 
We would like to acquaint you in more detail with the Footsteps Covid policy, which in turn reflects that of 
most tour companies. These are our expectations, which are now a condition of your booking a trip and 
travelling with us: 
 

1. You will ensure that Covid cover is part of your travel insurance policy. It is essential that you do this 
in order that that any unexpected circumstances, including risks of needing to cancel tour 
participation due to COVID or illness, can be reimbursed by your insurance company.  

2. No guest should present for a tour if they are unwell, or have symptoms that may impact their ability 
to complete the walks/activities safely, having regard to their own interests and those of fellow 
guests and guides.  

• If you are older, not up-to-date with vaccinations, or at high risk for other reasons, talk to 
your GP, community pharmacy or local healthcare provider to find out more. 

• Since airlines no longer require pre-flight testing, you should take a RAT test within 48 hours 
prior to coming on the trip. If positive, you should not embark on the trip in terms of contact 
with the rest of the group. You can fly to your destination if you wish, but not participate with 
the group until you are clear.  

• If upon pick up at our meeting location on day one you are displaying any symptoms, our 
guides may make a determination as to whether you are fit and healthy, and appropriately 
equipped, to attend the tour.  

3. You should wear a mask in all crowded spaces, such as airports, planes, buses, shopping centres, 
restaurants, transport hubs. It is strongly recommended that you also wear a mask when with the 
group.  

4. As an added safety precaution, Footsteps asks that all guests ensure prior to trip departure that they 
have an adequate supply of face masks, hand sanitiser and an approved rapid antigen COVID-19 test 
kit.  

• Since RAT tests are not supplied, you need to bring them with you on the trip, and test yourself 
every 3-4 days, as well as at the first sign of feeling unwell.  If you have any suspicion of having 



Covid, you should do a test. You must also take a RAT test if asked to do so by the trip leader 
or tour agency.  

• You are most infectious (or contagious) in the first 5 days after your symptoms start. You can 
also spread COVID-19 in the 48 hours before your symptoms start. If you never have 
symptoms, consider yourself most infectious in the 5 days after you test positive.   

5. Guides may choose to evacuate a guest off the tour if they have concerns about the ability of that 
guest to complete the walks/activities safely, having regard to their own interests and those of fellow 
guests and guides.  

• If you contract Covid during a trip, it is anticipated that you will immediately isolate (at your 
own expense) until such time as you test negative. This may involve moving to another part 
of an accommodation facility, moving to a different accommodation facility, or returning 
home early. Isolation is necessary to protect others (from the risk of infection) and also 
yourself. Rest is vital - too much activity while having Covid or while taking anti-virals, can 
worsen the condition.  

• New Zealand  Government advice is as follows: 
If you test COVID-19 positive, self-isolate for 7 days with no further tests.  
If you are a close contact of a positive case: Testing negative at day 3 and day 7 means that 
you can then you can leave self-isolation.  
If you are a close contact who then tests positive your 7 days self-isolation restarts.  
If you still have symptoms on day 7, isolate until 24 hours after you no longer have symptoms. 

• In the event of the need to evacuate a guest from a tour, arranging accommodation, 
treatment, medication, and meals are primarily your responsibility, as are any additional costs 
associated with the evacuation.  However, our team will reasonably assist in organising these 
things (after having regard among other things to the interests of fellow travellers and 
guides).  

• On longer trips, you may re-join the group when your isolation period is over (at least 5 days 
after showing symptoms). No refund of trip fees is possible in these circumstances. 

 
We cannot guarantee that nobody will contract Covid on any of our trips. That possibility is now a fact of life. 
However, the above measures are designed to prevent this from happening, and to ensure that everyone 
knows what to do in the event of it happening.  
 

Thanks for your understanding and anticipated precautions. 
 

 

 

 


